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should have retired long before. In Paris he had been a hindrance rather than a help. The same situation continued after we reached home and my husband was expending the last ounces of his strength for the Treaty. As soon as the President became ill, Mr. Lansing started agitation to put his Chief out of office. He began calling the heads of other Departments to his office to confer on the direction of public affairs.
When at length the President was told of this he acted promptly. On February 7, 1920, he sent a letter to Mr. Lansing reminding him that under our Constitutional law and practice, as developed hitherto, no one but the President has die right to summon the heads of Executive Departments into conference, and no one but the President and the Congress has the right to ask their views or the views of any one of them on any public question.
In reply Mr. Lansing tendered his resignation, which my husband accepted at once, dictating a letter in which he let it appear that the reason was the Secretary's infringement on Executive prerogatives, rather than an accumulation of disloyalty in discharging the great trust he had accepted at the hands of the President.
I begged Mr. Wilson to state both reasons for his acceptance of the proffered resignation, protesting that the letter as written made him look small, because, unless people knew, as I did, all the other things he had suffered at Lansing's hands, the precipitating incident would seem the first offence, whereas it was the last and almost the least of many. At this my husband laughed: "Well, if I am as big as you think me I can well afford to do a generous thing. If not I must take the blame. I like Mrs. Lansing, and had great respect for her father, old Mr. John W. Foster [a Republican and a former Secretary of State]. The disloyalty is a personal act; the calling of meetings of the Cabinet is official insubordination; it is my duty to put a stop to that."
Mr. Bainbridge Colby was appointed Secretary of Stats to succeed Mr. Lansing.